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CANCER FOUNDATION OF WA, RELAY FOR LIFE, GERALDTON 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR S.R. HILL (Geraldton) [12.53 pm]:  I bring to the House’s attention two wonderful ladies in the Geraldton 
community, Mrs Norma Sutherland and Mrs Tunya Young, who coordinated the Cancer Foundation of Western 
Australia’s Relay for Life, which was held last weekend in Geraldton.  This was the first time the event had been 
held in Geraldton, and it is the only regional area that has hosted the event.  I understand that the event will be 
held in other areas next year.   

The Relay for Life is an important community event that brings together people from all walks of life who have 
one aim - to provide hope for a cancer-free future.  Although survival rates for cancer continue to improve by 
way of early detection and improved treatments, cancer remains the leading cause of death in Western Australia.  
It is estimated that 50 000 Western Australians are living with cancer.  This figure continues to increase five per 
cent each year.  Each year more than 7 000 Western Australians are diagnosed with cancer and that number is 
expected to increase due to a growing and ageing population.  This increase not only affects patients and their 
families but also places increased demands on services and support programs.  The Cancer Foundation also 
provides education for health professionals in the specialised areas of palliative and respite care and valuable 
patient support.  This is done at places such as the AH Crawford Lodge in Nedlands.  Given that my mother 
passed away from cancer last year, I know first-hand the support that the Cancer Foundation provides to cancer 
victims and their families.  Again, I congratulate Norma and Tunya on their work and the people of Geraldton 
and the mid west for supporting this event, which, I understand, raised $30 000.   
 


